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in the primary grades. These play activities are common
to many children, but will vary from group to group, with
environmental opportunities and customs. Primary chil-
dren have more interests, and play more kinds of games than
do preschool children.10 They are extremely active. Chil-
dren at this period tend to be interested in the active and
personal sides of life, in movement rather than in form, and
in the relation of a thing to themselves.11
Finer Muscular Co-ordination. — An indication of finer
muscular co-ordination is given by the original Stanford-
Binet Test of tying a bowknot. This test was passed by 35
per cent of the six-year-olds, 69 per cent of the seven-year-
olds, and 94 per cent of the nine-year-olds. This test shows
that tying shoe laces is difficult but not impossible for many
six-year-old children. There is some experimental evidence
that even the feeble-minded are not much below the normal
in manual dexterity, as shown in hand-eye co-ordination.10
'The more complicated the type of physical activity, how-
ever, the higher the level of intelligence required.
Constructive Ability of Primary Children. — Primary
children like to mould clay into candlesticks, bowls, animals,
and other objects, useful and ornamental. They use wood
in constructing wagons, doll houses, furniture, boats, book
ends, and other useful articles. They use paper in making
books, boxes, and toys. They enjoy making cookies and
simple dishes, such as applesauce, cup custard, and stuffed
fruits. They use unbleached muslin, gay cretonne, and
cambric in fashioning the aprons they wear in school and
the costumes they need in plays. Primary children should
not be permitted to do fine sewing. - In the case of a given
child an increasing control over materials should be evi-
dent from grade to grade/ Children show marked differ
ences in skill and creative ability.
The chief value of handwork is not in the skill gained
 10	Harvey C. Lehman and Paul A. Witty, Psychology of Play Activities.
New York: Barnes and Company, 1927.
 11	E. D. Mitchell and B. S. Mason, Theory of Play.    New York: Barnes
-ind Company, 1934.

